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Dear honored AGS guest,  

Welcome to Washington, D.C. and Gaithersburg, Maryland, the home of American General 

Supplies, Inc.  We are so glad you’ve finally come to visit, to meet our staff and tour the 

AGS facilities.

While you’re with us, we’ll of course be working on building stronger ties between our two 

organizations, to our mutual benefit.  

We’re happy you are here and we’re very proud of where we live and work.  That’s why 

we’ve set aside some time today to show you a few of the very impressive local sights that 

only the Capitol of the United States, Washington, D.C., can offer.

Please relax and enjoy spending a few hours seeing the sights in our neighbourhoods. You 

can’t see everything in a day, so we’ll look eagerly forward to your next visit with us, in 

the not too distant future.

Sincerely,

Kassa Maru

Chairman

American General Supplies, Inc.
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WHITE HOUSE
The White House is the official residence and 
workplace of the President of the United States, 
located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW in 
Washington, D.C. It has been the residence 
of every U.S. president since John Adams in 
1800. The modern-day White House complex 
includes the Executive Residence, West Wing, 
East Wing, the Eisenhower Executive Office 
Building—the former State Department, which 
now houses offices for the President’s staff and 
the Vice President—and Blair House, a guest 
residence. The Executive Residence is made 
up of six stories—the Ground Floor, State Floor, 
Second Floor, and Third Floor, as well as a two-
story basement. 

THE U.S. CAPITOL
The United States Capitol, often called the 
Capitol Building, is the home of the United 
States Congress, and the seat of the legislative 
branch of the U.S. federal government. It 
sits atop Capitol Hill at the eastern end of 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Though 
not at the geographic center of the Federal 
District, the Capitol forms the origin point for 
the District’s street-numbering system and the 
District’s four quadrants. The original building 
was completed in 1800 and was subsequently 
expanded, particularly with the addition of 
the massive dome, and expanded chambers 
for the bicameral legislature, the House of 
Representatives in the south wing and the 
Senate in the north wing. Like the principal 
buildings of the executive and judicial branches, 
the Capitol is built in a distinctive neoclassical 
style and has a white exterior. Both its east 
and west elevations are formally referred to as 
fronts, though only the east front was intended 
for the reception of visitors and dignitaries.
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 JEFFERSON MEMORIAL
The Jefferson Memorial is a presidential memorial 
in Washington, D.C., dedicated to Thomas Jefferson 
(1743–1826), one of the most important of the 
American Founding Fathers as the main drafter and 
writer of the Declaration of Independence, member 
of the Continental Congress, governor of the newly 
independent Commonwealth of Virginia, American 
minister to King Louis XVI, and the Kingdom of 
France, first U.S. Secretary of State under the 
first President George Washington, the second 
Vice President of the United States under second 
President John Adams, and also the third President 
(1801–1809), as well as being the founder of the 
University of Virginia at Charlottesville, Virginia.
The neoclassical Memorial building is situated in 
West Potomac Park on the shore of the Tidal Basin 
off the Washington Channel of the Potomac River. It 
was designed by the architect John Russell Pope and 
built by the Philadelphia contractor John McShain. 
Construction of the building began in 1939 and was 
completed in 1943. The bronze statue of Jefferson 
was added in 1947. 

WASHINGTON MONUMENT
The Washington Monument is an obelisk on 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C., built 
to commemorate George Washington, once 
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army 
and the first President of the United States. 
Located almost due east of the Reflecting Pool 
and the Lincoln Memorial, the monument, 
made of marble, granite, and bluestone gneiss, 
is both the world’s tallest stone structure and 
the world’s tallest obelisk, standing 554 feet 
7 11⁄32 inches (169.046 m) tall according 
to the National Geodetic Survey (measured 
2013–14) or 555 feet 5 1⁄8 inches (169.294 
m) tall according to the National Park Service 
(measured 1884). It is the tallest monumental 
column in the world if all are measured above 
their pedestrian entrances. Construction of the 
monument began in 1848, and was halted from 
1854 to 1877 due to a lack of funds, a struggle 
for control over the Washington National 
Monument Society, and the intervention of the 

American Civil War. Although the stone structure was completed in 1884, internal ironwork, the knoll, and other finishing touches were not 
completed until 1888. A difference in shading of the marble, visible approximately 150 feet (46 m) or 27% up, shows where construction was 
halted and later resumed with marble from a different source.



4

THE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL
The Martin Luther King Jr . Memorial is located 
in West Potomac Park next to the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C., United States. It covers 
four acres and includes the Stone of Hope, a 
granite statue of Civil Rights Movement leader 
Martin Luther King carved by sculptor Lei Yixin. 
The inspiration for the memorial design is a 
line from King’s “I Have A Dream” speech: “Out 
of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” 
The memorial opened to the public on August 
22, 2011, after more than two decades of 
planning, fund-raising, and construction. 
The monumental memorial is located at the 
northwest corner of the Tidal Basin near 
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, on 
a sightline linking the Lincoln Memorial to 
the northwest and the Jefferson Memorial 
to the southeast. The official address of the 
monument, 1964 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
commemorates the year the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 became law. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
The National Museum of African American 
History and Culture (NMAAHC) is a Smithsonian 
Institution museum established in December 
2003. The museum’s building is on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. It has close to 37,000 
objects in its collection related to such 
subjects as community, family, the visual and 
performing arts, religion, civil rights, slavery, 
and segregation.  The museum has about 
85,000 square feet of exhibition space with 12 
exhibitions, 13 different interactives with 17 
stations, and 183 videos housed on five floors.
Early efforts to establish a federally owned 
museum featuring African-American history 
and culture can be traced to 1915, although 
the modern push for such an organization did 
not begin until the 1970s. After years of little 
success, a much more serious legislative push 
began in 1988 that led to authorization of the 
museum in 2003. A site was selected in 2006. 

The museum opened on September 24, 2016, in a ceremony led by U.S. President Barack Obama.
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
The National Museum of Natural History is 
a natural history museum administered by 
the Smithsonian Institution, located on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C., United 
States. 
It has free admission and is open 364 days a 
year. In 2016, with 7.1 million visitors, it was 
the fourth most visited museum in the world 
and the most visited natural history museum 
in the world.
Opened in 1910, the museum on the National 
Mall was one of the first Smithsonian buildings 
constructed exclusively to hold the national 
collections and research facilities. The main 
building has an overall area of 1,500,000 
square feet (140,000 m2) with 325,000 square 
feet (30,200 m2) of exhibition and public space 
and houses over 1,000 employees. 
The museum’s collections contain over 126 
million specimens of plants, animals, fossils, 
minerals, rocks, meteorites, human remains, and human cultural artifacts. It is also home to about 185 professional natural history scientists—
the largest group of scientists dedicated to the study of natural and cultural history in the world.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
The National Museum of American History: 
Kenneth E. Behring Center collects, preserves, 
and displays the heritage of the United States 
in the areas of social, political, cultural, 
scientific, and military history. 
Among the items on display is the original 
Star-Spangled Banner. The museum is part of 
the Smithsonian Institution and located on the 
National Mall at 14th Street and Constitution 
Avenue NW in Washington, D.C. 
The museum opened in 1964 as the Museum 
of History and Technology. It was one of the 
last structures designed by the renowned 
architectural firm McKim Mead & White. 
In 1980, the museum was renamed the National 
Museum of American History to represent its 
mission of the collection, care, study, and 
interpretation of objects that reflect the 
experience of the American people.



6

REFLECTION POOL FROM THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool is 
the largest of the many reflecting pools in 
Washington, D.C., United States. It is a long and 
large rectangular pool located on the National 
Mall, directly east of the Lincoln Memorial, 
with the Washington Monument to the east of 
the reflecting pool. Part of the iconic image 
of Washington, the reflecting pool hosts many 
of the 24 million visitors a year who visit the 
National Mall. It is lined by walking paths 
and shade trees on both sides. Depending on 
the viewer’s vantage point, it dramatically 
reflects the Washington Monument, the 
Lincoln Memorial, the Mall’s trees, and/or the 
expansive sky.
The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool was 
designed by Henry Bacon, and was constructed 
in 1922 and 1923, following the dedication of 
the Lincoln Memorial. It is approximately 2,029 
feet (618 m) long (over a third of a mile) and 
167 feet (51 m) wide. It holds approximately 
6,750,000 U.S. gallons (25,500,000 L) of water.

LINCOLN MEMORIAL
The Lincoln Memorial is an American national 
monument built to honor the 16th President 
of the United States, Abraham Lincoln. It is 
located on the western end of the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C., across from the 
Washington Monument. Dedicated in 1922, it 
is one of several monuments built to honor an 
American president. It has always been a major 
tourist attraction and since the 1930s has been 
a symbolic center focused on race relations.
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BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING (BEP)
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) is 
a government agency within the United States 
Department of the Treasury that designs and 
produces a variety of security products for the 
United States government, most notable of 
which is Federal Reserve Notes (paper money) 
for the Federal Reserve, the nation’s central 
bank. 
In addition to paper currency, the BEP produces 
Treasury securities; military commissions 
and award certificates; invitations and 
admission cards; and many different types 
of identification cards, forms, and other 
special security documents for a variety of 
government agencies. 
The BEP does not produce coins; all coinage 
is produced by the United States Mint. With 
production facilities in Washington, D.C., and 
Fort Worth, Texas, the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing is the largest producer of government 
security documents in the United States.

SMITHSONIAN AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM
The National Air and Space Museum is a center 
for research into the history and science of 
aviation and spaceflight, as well as planetary 
science and terrestrial geology and geophysics. 
Almost all space and aircraft on display are 
originals or the original backup craft. It 
operates an annex, the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy 
Center, at Dulles International Airport, which 
opened in 2003 and itself encompasses 760,000 
square feet (71,000 m2). 
It holds the largest collection of historic aircraft 
and spacecraft in the world. It was established 
in 1946 as the National Air Museum and opened 
its main building on the National Mall near 
L’Enfant Plaza in 1976. In 2014, the museum 
saw approximately 6.7 million visitors, making 
it the fifth most visited museum in the world. 
The museum contains the Apollo 11 command 
module, the Friendship 7 capsule which was 
flown by John Glenn, the Bell X-1 which broke 
the sound barrier, and the Wright brothers’ 
plane near the entrance.
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WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
The Cathedral Church of Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul in the City and Diocese of 
Washington, commonly known as Washington 
National Cathedral, is an American cathedral 
of the Episcopal Church. The cathedral is 
located in Washington, D.C., the capital of the 
United States. The structure is of Neo-Gothic 
design closely modeled on English Gothic style 
of the late fourteenth century. It is both the 
second-largest church building in the United 
States, and the fourth-tallest structure in 
Washington, D.C. 270,000 people visit the 
structure annually. 
The Cathedral was erected under a charter 
passed by the United States Congress on 
January 6, 1893.  Construction began on 
September 29, 1907, when the foundation 
stone was laid in the presence of President 
Theodore Roosevelt and a crowd of more than 
20,000, and ended 83 years later when the 
“final finial” was placed in the presence of 
President George H. W. Bush in 1990. 

GEORGETOWN
Georgetown is a historic neighborhood, 
commercial, and entertainment district located 
in northwest Washington, D.C., situated along 
the Potomac River. Founded in 1751 in the 
Province of Maryland, the port of Georgetown 
predated the establishment of the federal 
district and the City of Washington by 40 years. 
Georgetown remained a separate municipality 
until 1871, when the United States Congress 
created a new consolidated government for 
the whole District of Columbia. A separate 
act passed in 1895 specifically repealed 
Georgetown’s remaining local ordinances and 
renamed Georgetown’s streets to conform with 
those in the City of Washington.
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CIA HEADQUARTERS – GEORGE BUSH CENTER FOR INTELLIGENCE
The George Bush Center for Intelligence is 
the headquarters of the Central Intelligence 
Agency located in the unincorporated 
community of Langley in Fairfax County, 
Virginia, United States.
Prior to its current name, the CIA headquarters 
was formally unnamed. On April 26, 1999, 
the complex was officially named in the 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1999 for George H. W. Bush, who had served 
as the Director of Central Intelligence for 357 
days, between January 30, 1976 and January 
20, 1977, and had later served as the 41st 
President of the United States. 

NATIONAL HARBOR
National Harbor has a convention center, six 
hotels, restaurants, shops, and condominiums. 
The national spelling bee competition is held 
there. The Gaylord National Resort & Convention 
Center, with 2,000 rooms, is the largest hotel 
between New Jersey and Florida, and the 
largest in the Washington area. The site includes 
a beachfront walking path and a connection to 
a bike trail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge that 
crosses into Alexandria, Virginia. Amusements 
include a children’s carousel, and the Capital 
Wheel, a 175-foot Ferris wheel on a pier that 
extends into the Potomac River. The MGM resort 
and offers a casino, stores, a spa, restaurants, a 
1,200-seat theater, a 35,000-square-foot (3,300 
m2) convention area, and a 5,000-square-foot 
(460 m2) parking garage. 



10

THE PENTAGON
The Pentagon is the headquarters of the 
United States Department of Defense, 
located in Arlington County, Virginia, across 
the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. As 
a symbol of the U.S. military, The Pentagon is 
often used metonymically to refer to the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 
The Pentagon was designed by American 
architect George Bergstrom (1876–1955), 
and built by general contractor John Mc 
Shain of Philadelphia. Ground was broken for 
construction on September 11, 1941, and the 
building was dedicated on January 15, 1943. 
General Brehon Somervell provided the major 
motive power behind the project; Colonel 
Leslie Groves was responsible for overseeing 
the project for the U.S. Army. 
The Pentagon is one of the world’s largest 
office buildings, with about 6,500,000 sq. 
ft. (600,000 m2), of which 3,700,000 sq. ft. 

(340,000 m2) are used as offices. Approximately 23,000 military and civilian employees and about 3,000 non-defense support personnel 
work in the Pentagon. It has five sides, five floors above ground, two basement levels, and five ring corridors per floor with a total of 17.5 
mi (28.2 km)[6] of corridors. The Pentagon includes a five-acre (20,000 m2) central plaza, which is shaped like a pentagon and informally 
known as “ground zero,” a nickname originating during the Cold War on the presumption that it would be targeted by the Soviet Union at 
the outbreak of nuclear war. 
On September 11, 2001, exactly 60 years after the building’s construction began, American Airlines Flight 77 was hijacked and flown into 
the western side of the building, killing 189 people (59 victims and the five perpetrators on board the airliner, as well as 125 victims in the 
building), according to the official report. It was the first significant foreign attack on Washington’s governmental facilities since the city 
was burned by the British during the War of 1812.
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AMERICAN GENERAL SUPPLIES, INC.
7840 Airpark Road

Gaithersburg, MD 20879 U.S.A.

P: 1.301.590.9200
F: 1.301.590.3069
sales@agsusa.com
www.agsusa.com

“Our business is to keep you flying”


